
STANDING IDLEðTodayôs 
Gospel probably leaves those 
of us with a strong business 
sense scratching our heads in 
confusion. What would possess 
any boss to pay the same 
wages to a person who worked 
only a few minutes as someone 
who worked a full day? This 
parable calls us to dig deeper 
into the reality to which the 
story  points. Consider the ac-
tions of the landowner. He goes 
out in search of laborers a total 
of five times during the day: at 
dawn, at nine, at twelve, at 
three, and at five. In this par-
able, Jesus summons us to 
consider the landownerôs ac-
tions as the kind of actions our 
God performs. In our lives we 
each have moments of standing 
idle, like the people in todayôs 
parable. God is always on the 
prowl for us, inviting us into the 
vineyard. Godôs persistence is 
immeasurable. Whether we re-
spond at the dawn of life or at 
the ñfive oôclockò of our lives,  
Godôs love and mercy are still 
showered upon us.  
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SEEK THE LORDðIn todayôs 
opening reading, Isaiah urges 
us to ñseek the Lordò who is 
ñnearò and can be 
ñfoundò  (Isaiah 55:6). Then 
Isaiah says Godôs ways are as 
high above our ways ñas the 
heavens are above the 
earthò (Isaiah 55:9). So we 
search, not because God is hid-
ing, but because our tendencies 
are so different from Godôs 
ways that we get lost. How are 
Godôs ways so high above our 
own ways? The example Isaiah 
gives is that Godôs way is to be 
ñgenerous in forgivingò (Isaiah 
55:7). And our way?  We try to 
be fair.  You hurt me, so then I 
hurt you back, just as hard. In-
stead, God is so generous we 
can hardly understand it.  
The same wage for one hour as 
for a whole day of work? Not 
fair! ñSeek the Lord,ò and we 
might find a God who calls us to 
be, not fair, but generous be-
yond expectations. 
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Calendar  
Monday - September 22  
8:45 am Communion Service 
Tuesday - September 23  
8:45 am  Communion Service 
Wednesday - September  24  
8:45 am Communion Service 
6:30 pm Journey in Faith (Gym) 
Thursday - September  25  
8:45 am Communion Service 
Friday - September  26  
8:45 am Mass (Mabel Sakrison+) 
Saturday - September  27  
7:00 am Blood Drive (Gym) 
5:00 pm Mass (Richard Shamrell+) 
7:30 pm Prayer & Worship Concert 
(Church) 
Sunday - September 28  
8:00 am Mass (Roseanne Rohan+) 
9:30 am Mass (Our Lady of Lourdes 
Community)  
11:00 am  Mass (Ann Griffith+) 
12:30 am Confirmation Meeting 
(Pastoral Center) 
7:00 pm Menôs Group (Gym) 
7:00 pm St. Paul Study Group (Parish 
Lounge) 
Please come and enjoy coffee and 
donuts after Mass. 


