
THE VINEYARD OF BEAUTY 
AND LIFEðThe first sentence 
of todayôs Gospel parable can 
be easily overlooked: ñThere 
was a landowner who planted a 
vineyard, put a hedge around it, 
dug a wine press in it and built 
a towerò (Matthew 21:33). It is 
difficult for us to imagine the 
enormous amount of time, 
money and effort it must have 
taken for a construction project 
of this kind. Once completed, 
the vineyard must have been a 
beautiful place, not unlike the 
vineyards one can find in 
places like the Napa Valley in 
California. Vineyards are, by 
their very nature, places of 
beauty and life. The vineyard in 
todayôs Gospel, however, be-
comes the setting for treachery 
and murder. All too often the 
vineyard that is this fragile 
planet of ours likewise becomes 
a setting for treachery and mur-
der. 

STEWARDS OF THE VINE-
YARDðIsaiahôs marvelous de-
scription of the vineyard re-
minds us of the creation pas-
sages from the book of Gene-
sis. That description generates 

faint echoes of the oft-repeated 
line from Genesis: ñand God 
saw how good it wasò (Genesis 
1:25). The sad reality is that we 
who are called to be good stew-
ards of this vineyard sometimes 
make bad choices. Sometimes 
in our arrogance we fail to care 
for the vineyard of creation. Like 
the wicked tenants, we care 
more for our own personal gain 
than for the virtues of goodness 
and righteousness. Pope John 
Paul II used the term ñthe cul-
ture of deathò  to describe this 
kind of behavior. The Parables 
we hear are meant to cut right 
to our hearts and force us to 
look squarely at our behaviors 
and attitudes. May this weekôs 
parable open our eyes to those 
times when we stray away from 
the goodness and beauty of 
Godôs vineyard and make deci-
sions that support the culture of 
death. May we be strengthened 
in our efforts to become good 
stewards whose actions bring 
forth the fruits of life and love. 

©World Library Publication 

2007  

 

27th  Sunday  in  

Ord inary  T ime  

October  5 ,  2008  

Our Lady of Lourdes  

Catholic Church  

Rev. Michael Radermacher  
4723 NW Franklin St. 

Vancouver, WA 98663  

360-695-1366 

www.ollparish.org  

Calendar  
Monday - October 6  
8:45 am Communion Service 
Tuesday - October 7  
8:45 am  Mass ( Don Ferderer+) 
6:30 pm Jr. High Youth Group 
(Pastoral Center) 
Wednesday - October 8  
8:45 am Mass ( Maureen Ihnken+) 
6:30 pm Journey in Faith (Gym) 
Thursday - October 9  
8:45 am  Mass (Bum Soon Ku+) 
3:15 pm New Altar Server Training 
(Church) 
Friday - October 10  
8:45 am Mass (Souls at Mother Jo-
seph Cemetery) 
Saturday - October 11  
5:00 pm Mass (Jesse Oberreuter) 
Sunday - October 12  
8:00 am Mass (Our Lady of Lourdes 
Community)  
9:30 am Mass  
11:00 am  Mass (Mike Redd+) 
6:30 pm Sr. High Youth Group 
(Pastoral Center) 
7:00 pm Menôs Group (Gym) 
7:00 pm St. Paul Study Group (Parish 
Lounge) 
Knights of Columbus will be serving a 
delicious pancake breakfast after 
Mass. 


