
POWER STRUGGLESðDo 
you resist paying taxes or obey-
ing authorities? Do you always 
disagree with a particular per-
son at work or in your house-
hold? Do you need people to do 
as  you say? Are you afraid of 
making decisions? Of saying 
ònoò? If so, you are engaged in 
struggles over your own and 
other's power in your life. This 
weekôs scriptures provide a way 
of resolving many of those 
struggles without taking sides.  
The readings leave little doubt 
as to who holds the real power 
in the world. It is ñthe Lord, and 
there is  no otherò (Isaiah 45:6) 
who anoints Cyrus  and grasps 
him by the right hand (the hand 
of power) making him victorious 
and giving the Israelites their 
freedom. The psalm tells us to 
give glory and honor to the 
Lord, who is ñbeyond all godsò 
and ñgoverns the peoples with 
equityò (Psalm 96:4, 10). Paul 
gives thanks to God, whose 
power is at work in the gospel 
Paul preached and in the Thes-
salonians themselves. Finally, 
in Jesusô power struggle with 
the Pharisees, he  says, ñRepay 

é to God what belongs to 
Godò (Matthew 22:21). God is 
the power above all human 
powersðin government, busi-
ness, the church and our own 
families. We owe God all ñglory 
and honorò (Psalm 96:7), 

thanks, loyalty, and our lives. 

 

POWER WITHINðWe are to 

give praise and pay tribute to 
God as the one and only source 
of true power in our lives. When 
we do, our ordinary power 
struggles can more easily be 
resolved. Like the Thessaloni-
ans, we discover the power  
within ourselves. The Holy Spirit 
empowers us to live in faith, 
hope, and love. We no longer 
feel we must dominate others. 
We are compelled neither to 
resist those who have power 
over us nor always to give in to 
them. We stop fearing our own 
power. Godôs power within us 
and over all human powers 
gives us confidence, courage, 
and humility in every power 

struggle we may encounter. 
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CALENDAR  
Monday - October 20  

8:45 am Mass 
9:30 am History Study Group 
(Pastoral Center) 
6 pm Childrenôs Choir Practice (Music 
Room) 
Tuesday - October 21  
8:45 am  Mass 
12:00 pm Senior Lunch (Gym) 
Wednesday - October 22  
8:45 am Mass 
6:30 pm Journey in Faith (Gym) 
Thursday - October 23  
8:45 am   Mass (Giovanni Giovine+) 
9:00 am Safe Environment Training 
(Pastoral Center) 
Friday - October 24  
8:45 am Mass  
Saturday - October 25  

5:00 pm Mass (Mary Huddle+) 
6:00 pm Halloween Carnival (Gym) 
Sunday - October 26  

8:00 am Mass  
9:30 am Mass (Our Lady of Lourdes 
Community)  
11:00 am  Mass  (Laurel Knutz+) 
7:00 pm Menôs Group (Gym) 
7:00 pm St. Paul Study Group (Parish 
Lounge) 
Coffee & donuts will be served after 
Mass. 


